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despite it being 0 degrees outside. But just for a moment, I would like you to think about times in 

your life that were big challenges. We have all had them.  Perhaps it was a serious illness, a 

death in the family, or the loss of a job.  It is interesting to note how we remember the issue or 

problem, but especially how we felt before, during, and after they were over. For example, we 

can remember our first days of college and the questions we had. We were a little scared of what 

college would be like. Would we make new friends? Would we like our roommate? Would 

classes be too hard for us to handle? Would we be able to handle going to school and working? I 

know much has transpired since we first asked those questions; however, look at us today. The 

long-awaited day is finally here. We had to wait a little longer than most…..but we made it. I 

know there are some who graduated and unfortunately cannot attend today, but I hope they are 

watching online or will see the video of our ceremony later because this is truly something for all 

of us to celebrate.  

 

We are truly at a privileged point in our lives. We can currently say that we all have our long-

awaited bachelor’s degree. Until recently, I didn’t really consider how fortunate we are to have 

our degrees. Did you know that only 6.7% of the entire world’s population has a college degree? 

6.7%! So, my question now is, what will we do with that education? Most of us spent at least 

four years obtaining our degree,--something really precious and valuable because of the 

numerous opportunities that it will open for us now and in the future. Not only opportunities 

regarding jobs or things to advance our career, even though that is important, but opportunities to 

make a difference in the lives of others. (Pause) How will we use our education along with our 

gifts and talents to help others?  
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I remember back in 2015, I was blessed with the opportunity to attend the first Civil Rights 

Pilgrimage sponsored by Lewis. This was a journey that took a small group of students, led by 

faculty member, Dr. Dennis Cremin, and ministry staff member, Sean Ruane, to learn about the 

1960’s Civil Rights Movement in the southern portion of the US. One of the first places we went 
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complete strangers. However, when we came back after only a week, we were incredibly good 

friends. This was the first time that I had ever experienced anything like this, but certainly not 

the last. In fact, later on that year, I had the awesome opportunity to attend the Lasallian Global 

Leadership and Understanding Conference in Rome, and to my surprise, the same thing 

happened. We started out as strangers from eight different countries, but we left realizing that we 

were all part of the same Lasallian family. Many of us still keep in contact even today, and 

despite our differences in nationalities, wealth, race, gender, religion, etc. we recognized our 

common humanity and realized that the things that divide us are so miniscule compared to the 

love that unites us. From both of these experiences I would be lying to you if I said that there 

were not times where people butted heads, and disagreed tremendously. However, once everyone 

remembered our common goal of learning from and understanding each other, we knew that 

there was nothing in the world that we could not conquer together.  

 


